1 62 SHORT COMMUNICATIONS: BULL. BOT. SURV. INDIA VOL. (1-4), 1975 

NEW COMBINATIONS IN RUBIACEAE 


The genus Lachnostoma (Rubiaceae) was 
postulated by Korthals in 1851. Hooker f. 
in 1876, recognized this taxon as a genus but 
subsequently relegated it to a sectional 
status (Hook, f, 1882) under Coffea L.—a 
treatment followed by Schumann (1891), 
Gamble (1921) and Kanjilal et al. (1939). On 
the other hand, Miquel (1856), Durand 
(1882), Valeton (1901), Chevalier (1947) and 
Bakhuizen f. (1965) recognized the generic 
status. 

The name Lachnostoma Korth. ( l.c ,) is 
illegitimate as it is a later homonym of 
Lachnostoma H. B. K. (1818) of Asclepiada- 
ceae, and must be rejected in compliance 
with the International Code of Botanical 
Nomenclature (Art. 64). Accordingly 
Durand (l.c.) proposed the name Nosto- 
lachma in-1888. Bakhuizen f. (1965) accept¬ 
ed this name and proposed a new combina¬ 
tion therein. 

In course of a taxonomic revision of the 
genus for the revised Flora of India, the 
authors consider it essential to propose new 
combinations for 3 taxa as correct nomen¬ 
clature in accordance with the International 
Code of Botanical Nomenclature. These 
are as follows. 

NostoSachma khasiana (Korth.) Deb et Lahiri, 

comb. nov. Lachnostoma khasiana Korth. 

in Nederl. Kruidk. Arch. 2(2): 202. 1851 

(Type; Khasia, 600-1500 m, 5.7.1850, J. D. 

Hooker & T. Thomson 1499 K! CALI). 

Chev. in Encycl. Biol. 28: 233. 1947. 

Coffea khasiana (Korth.) Hook. f. FI. Brit. 

Ind. 3: 154, 1882; Kanjilal et al. FI. 

Assam 3: 74. 1939, C. hookeri C. B. 

Clarke ex Valeton in Bull. Bot. Inst. 

Buitenz. 1: 31. 1898. 

Distribution: Meghalaya, Assam, Aruna- 
chal, Nagaland and Manipur State. 


N. jenkinsti (Hook, f.) Deb et Lahiri, comb, 
nov. Coffea jenkinsii Hook, f, FI. Brit. 
Ind. 3: 155. 1882 (Syntypes—Khasi Hills: 
Griffith s.n. K! CAL! ; Khasi Hills, 
Jenkins s.n. K!. Of 5 specimens of 
Griffith s.n. extant in K, one—marked type 
in pencil is designated as the Iectotype); 
Kanjilal et al. FI. Assam 3: 75. 1939. 
Lachnostoma jenkinsii (Hook, f.) Valeton 
in Bull. Inst. Bot. Buitenz. 8: 32. 1901 ; 
Chev- in Encycl. Biol. 28: 233. 1947. 
Distribution: Meghalaya, Assam, Aruna- 
chal, Bangladesh and Upper Burma. 

N. crassifolia (Gamble) Deb et Lahiri, comb, 
nov. Coffea crassifolia Gamble in Kew 
Bull. 1920: 248. 1920 (Type: Anamalai 
Hills, 26.4.1903, C. A. Barber 5474 K! iso¬ 
type in MH!). Lachnostoma crassifolia 
(Gamble) A. Chev. in Encycl. Biol. 28: 
234. 1947. 

Distribution: Western Ghats in the Ana¬ 
malai Hills and hills of Travancore. 
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